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LOOKING FOR WAYS 

TO CREATE

TOP-CLASS UNIVERSITIES 
IN VIETNAM

Forum “Universities as Engines of Development”
(The New School, New York, 20 June 2007)

Ministry of Education and Training, Vietnam

1. Cooperation situation:

� The total number of scholarships provided by 
American organizations for Vietnamese Students in 
graduate programs since 1990 is 1200

- As the greatest outcome of the education and training 
relations, and

- great contribution into the education system, scientific and 
economic development of VN.

� Many VN universities have established their cooperation 
with several US universities like:

- National Economics University and Washington University 
Boise University, 

- Hochiminh Economics University and Harvard University, 
- Can Tho University and Texas Tech University, 
- Hanoi University and Hawaii University, 
- Hanoi Polytechnic University and Troy University and   
North Central University, etc. 
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� This cooperation actively influenced the 
renovation of the curriculum, teaching 
methodology and scientific research of 
Vietnam universities, and 
at the same time helped modernizing the 
education system with low cost, hence 
is considered as the second biggest outcome 
of the Vietnam-US cooperation in education 
and training. 

� Besides, education and training institutes of 
the U.S. also receive thousands of 
Vietnamese pupils and students to study 
English, secondary education, undergraduate 
and graduate education, research and 
scientific practice by various scholarship 
sources or self-financed study. 

2. Scholarship programs

� International Fellowship Program –
IFP of Ford Foundation (110 Master 
and PhD scholarships)

� Fulbright scholarship program (260 
Master and PhD scholarships)

� Vietnam Education Foundation (230 
scholarships, mostly PhD ones)
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3. Establishment of a world class university 
in Vietnam

� The proposal of the Indochina program of 
Harvard University to establish a world class 
university in VN during the visit to the US by 
Prime Minister Phan Van Khai in June 2005. 

� A visit of high ranking VN delegation to study 
excelent private and public universities in 
Bremen (Germany) and in North Caroline and 
Texas in 2006. Useful lessons for Vietnam. 

� However the financing arrangement of those 
high quality private universities in the US not 
suitable to Vietnam situation. 

� MOET’s pilot advanced programs in 9 
universities in 2005

applying the curriculums of the US 
universities including instruction content, 
methodologies, management, evaluation, 
etc. 

US teachers invited to teach at Vietnam 
universities. 

Instruction in English and accreditation by US 
prestigious accreditation agencies. 
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Michigan State 
University, MI

(4) Biochemistry & 
Molecular Biology/ 
Biology technology 
Major

Can Tho University 4

University of Illinois 
at Urbana –
Champaign, IL

(3) Electrical and 
Computer Engineering 
(major in Power and 
Energy System)

College of 
Engineering,
Hochiminh City 
National University

3

Portland State 
University, OR  

(2) Computer scienceColleges of Natural 
Science,
Hochiminh City 
National University

2

University of Illinois 
at Urbana –
Champaign, IL

(1) ChemistryCollege of Natural 
Science,
Hanoi National 
University 

1

Partner UniversityFieldsInstitutionsNo

University of 
California, Davis, 
CA

(10) Plant ScienceHanoi  University of 
Agriculture

9

UI at Urbana –
Champaign, CA

(9) Material Science 
and Engineering

California State 
University, Chico, 
CA

(8) Mechatronics 
Engineering

Hanoi University of 
Technology 

8

CSU, Long Beach, 
CA

(7) FinanceNational Economics 
University

7

University of 
Washington, WA

(6)Electronics 
Engineering

Danang University 6

University of 
Virginia, VA

(5)PhysicsHue University 5
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MAJOR ORIENTATION TO DEVELOP 
HIGHER EDUCATION UNTIL 2020:

Specific programs and plans to reform fundamentally 
and comprehensively the higher education to meet 
the demands of industrialization and modernization, 
global economic integration and society’s demand for 
learning opportunities:

� Resolution No 14/2205/NQ-CP on the fundamental 
and comprehensive reform of Higher Education in 
Vietnam 2006-2020.

� Program of training 20,000 doctors by 2020.
� The 10-year program for improvement of English 

teaching quality and application in Vietnam.
� Developing the training programs comparable to 

regionally and internationally recognized advanced 
universities and establishing some national and 
foreign top class universities in Vietnam.

1. Resolution No 14/2205/NQ-CP on the 
fundamental and comprehensive reform of 
Higher Education in Vietnam 2006-2020

� General Objectives: By 2020, Vietnam has 
an advanced HE system by international 
standards 

� Specific objectives: Completion of the 
national network of Higher Education 
Institutions (HEIs) (the Prime Minister has 
approved the master plan for university and 
college network in VN till 2020), 
new curriculums development, 
quality assurance and accreditation, 
establishment some HEIs meeting 
international standards.
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� Increasing HE enrollment to 200 students per 
10,000 population by 2010, and 450 by 2020 

� At last 40% of instructors with masters degree 
and 25% with doctoral degree by 2010,

most of instructors with doctoral degree by 2020. 

� Increasing revenue from S&T to at least 15% of 
the total HEI revenue by 2010 and 25% by 2020. 

� Improving development policies of HE to ensure 
the autonomy and accountability of HEIs, state 
management as well as the supervision and 
evaluation of higher education by the society. 

2. Program of training 20,000 
doctors by 2020

� Creation of 20,000 PhD as highly qualified 
teaching and research staff by 2020 (10,000 
trained abroad, of which 2,500 by the U.S) 

(At present the ratio of lecturers holding PhD 
only 14%, those with professor or associate 
professor title only 6%. Currently the quality of 
PhD training is limited and only 500 PhDs 
trained annualy). 

� The to-be-trained 2,500 PhD in the U.S will 
be the core group at VN universities to 
maitain and develop the cooperation in 
education, research and economy between 
Vietnam and the US in the future. 
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3. The 10-year program for improvement 

of English teaching quality and 

application in Vietnam.

As consiquence English proficiency as an 
advantage of Vietnamese in 10 years’
time. 

4. Developing the training programs 

comparable to regionally and 
internationally recognized advanced 

universities and establishing some 
national and foreign top class 

universities in Vietnam

through five following measures:

� From 2006-2020, implementing so called 
advanced programs adopted from prestigious 
foreign institutions at developed Vietnamese 
universities:
9 universities (since 2006) in technical, natural 
scientific and economic fields; other 9 universities 
(since 2008) in addition in medical, urban planning 
and construction fields; and additional 9 other 
universities (since 2010) in addition in social sciences 
and humanities. 

� Establishing a new university based on Vietnam 
Academy of Science and Technology (VAST)-
The Hanoi University of Science and Technology
VAST is a major science center in VN with 210 Profs. 
and Ass. Profs. as the highest number of those 
compared to any university in VN. 
Currently VAST trains annually 100 PhD and 150 
Masters (a VN university on the average trains 15 
PhD annually and 37.5% of VN universities offer PhD 
only). 
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VAST has the leading system of laboratories in 
Vietnam. The Hanoi University of Science and 
Technology would have a close cooperation with 
leading universities in Europe, Asia and the US 
in order to provide high quality training of 
Bachelor, Master and PhD. 

The university would also attract Vietnamese 
professors living abroad to return to Vietnam to 
work and conduct research. 

All lecturers are PhD holders. 

The university will be granted autonomy in its 
operation and expected to come into operation 
in 2008. 

� Developing Hanoi and Hochiminh City 
National Universities into high-quality 
interdisciplinary research universities.

� Jointly established with foreign 
entities Universities: Vietnam-
German University.

Teaching content and program will be 
adopted from 17 German universities, 
languages of instruction will be English and 
German, teaching staff will include both 
Vietnamese and German. 

The first President of this university will be a 
German professor. 

The Governments of Vietnam and Hessen will 
provide appropriate financial support for the 
first phase of this university. The university 
is expected to come into operation in 2008. 
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� Attracting an US university to invest in 
Vietnam.

Recently, Intel Products Vietnam has 
worked with MOET to present the idea to 
encourage a prestigious US university in IT 
and other related disciplines to open a new 
campus in Vietnam.

Intel will announce the name of this 
university by August 2007. 

MOET has committed to facilitate the 
application procedures and ask the 
Government for land support for this 
project. 

The Government of Vietnam ccould 
consider to co-invest into this university.

The common features of the above 
Universities

� Being the high quality universities, centers for 
knowledge and new technologies creation of 
Vietnam; 

being the pioneering research institutions of 
Vietnam in cooperation with foreign universities, 
research institutes and companies for the period 
after 2015.

� Being the key institutions in offering doctorate 
training for other universities and the whole 
economy as well. 

(Currently out of 160 universities in Vietnam, 
only 60 (37.5%) offer PhD training, the rest 
62.5% can not due to insufficient number of PhD 
lecturers and research facilities).
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� Being the models for the effective management 
and international quality standards for Vietnam 
education 

(high quality of enrolled students and teaching 
staff, 

highly competitive academic environment among 
lecturers and students, 

high level of autonomy, strong research and 
consequent application of research outcomes, 
quality accreditation and 

commitment in policy and training outcomes 
upon receipt of government funding). 

� By 2020, a Vietnamese university should be 
listed among the top 200 universities in the 
world.

APPLIED UNIVERSITIES OF VIETNAM (~175):

RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES OF VIETNAM (~25):RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES OF VIETNAM (~25):

*HANOI UNIVERSITY OF S&T
(5 – 7 years)

*2 NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES                   *GERMAN- VN UNI, …
(5 – 10 years)

*20 UNIVERSITIES WITH ADVANCED PROGRAMS
(7 – 15 years)

PhD, research

PhD, research

PhD, research
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CALLING FOR SUPPORT FROM 
THE US

� Support of the US Gov. and Uni. for the program 
of training 2,500 PhD in the US from 2007-2020, 
mainly through the US National Academies and 
VEF.

� Establishment of HE quality accreditation system 
and ranking of Vietnamese HEIs.

� Support of the US Gov. and Uni. for partnerships 
between US and VN Uni. to implement advanced 
programs in 20 VN Uni. (2007-2020).

� Support for Intel Corporation and Vietnam to 
attract an US research university to invest in VN.    

� Partnering some US Uni. with VN Uni. to 
establish a few number of high quality Uni. in 
Vietnam, listed among the top 200 Uni. in the 
world by 2020. 


